
 
 
MARCH 16, 2018 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Council to make important decision based on flawed information 
 
(Halifax) A recent survey conducted by Corporate Research Associates for the Willow Tree Group provides evidence that the 
public does not support a 20+ storey building at the northwest corner of Robie Street and Quinpool Road in Halifax. APL 
Properties (George Armoyan) is currently seeking approval for a 25 storey building at that site. 
 
The survey of 400 HRM residents 18 years of age or older, conducted between January 26 and February 12, 2018, found that: 

• Over half of all respondents (52%) indicated a belief that any new building at the location should be no higher than 16 
storeys.  

•  less than a fifth of respondents (15%) believe that 20 storeys would be a suitable maximum height for the site 
•  and only 10% of respondents believe that a building of 25 storeys should be allowed  

Furthermore, the Willow Tree Group believes HRM council is being given inaccurate information on which to base their 
decision regarding the development.  
 
At a January 2018 public hearing on the project, APL presented to council data from a previous survey that had been deemed 
flawed by HRM planning staff and therefore not utilized or made public. It was obtained by APL through a Freedom of 
Information request.  
 
According to HRM planning applications program manager Carl Purvis, “…due to flaws in the survey, …we will not be posting 
them [or] using them in our staff decision making process, as we have agreed not to make them public.” 
  
Despite this, staff have not issued a formal correction to their earlier statements about the previous survey, nor did they 
challenge APL’s use of the survey data at the public hearing. 
 
In addition, council was told that the clerk’s office had received 333 expressions of support for the proposed development and 
only 188 against. However, the Willow Tree Group has confirmation from the clerk’s office that 851 individual petition cards 
opposing the APL proposal had been counted as a single submission.  
 
“If each of the 851 signed cards had been counted as individual expressions of opposition to APL’s proposal, as they should 
have been, council would have heard that 1038 submissions opposing APL’s proposal had been received by the clerk’s office—
over three times the number received in support of it,” said Andrea Arbic, co-chair of the Willow Tree Group. 
 
“Council places considerable weight on the views of residents, but between the misleading use of discredited survey results by 
the developer and the inaccurate tabulation of correspondence received by the clerk’s office, we are concerned that council is 
not getting a true picture of the public sentiment around the Willow Tree proposal,” she said.  
 
The proposal returns to council on March 20.   
  
 
  



 

 
 


